— eye facts about ...

Posterior
Capsulotomy

What is a posterior
capsulotomy?

Posterior capsulotomy is a surgical proce-
dure which is often necessary after cata-
ract surgery.

Cataract surgery is performed when the
lens of the eye, which focuses light rays,
becomes cloudy. When it interferes with
vision, it is called a cataract and the treat-
ment is to remove the cloudy lens surgi-
cally.

What does the capsule have to
do with cataract surgery?

The lens has a cellophane-like outer lin-
ing called the capsule. The most common
method of cataract surgery leaves the
back or posterior part of the capsule intact
after the rest of the lens is removed.

This technique maintains the normal bar-
rier between the inside compartments of
the eye. The back part of the capsule may
be used to support the intraocular lens im-
plant, usually inserted at the time of cata-
ract surgery.

Why is a posterior
capsulotomy necessary?

The posterior capsule is normally clear.
However with the passage of time after
cataract surgery, this capsule can

itself become cloudy or wrinkled. If cloud-
ing or wrinkling of the posterior capsule
interferes with your vision, your ophthal-
mologist may surgically make an opening
in the capsule to again restore normal sight.

This can be done with laser surgery. It is
not necessary to remove the capsule, but
only to make an opening in the center to
allow the clear passage of light rays. Al-
though the laser procedure requires close
and precise focusing by the ophthalmolo-
gist (Eye M.D.) for the patient the tech-
nique is usually painless and generally
works quickly.

“Intraocular . -

A laser beam painlessly opens the hazy capsule
behind the pupil and intraocular fens

While posterior capsulotomy is usually ef-
fective, as with any surgical procedure, rare
complications such as detachment of the
retina or elevated pressure in the eye can
occur. These complications are rare, but
they can cause loss of vision.

When should a capsulotomy be
performed?

If your best vision diminishes after cataract
surgery it is important to consult your oph-
thalmologist.



Posterior Capsulotomy

A capsulotomy may be recommended
when your vision bothers you enough and
your ophthalmologist feels the capsule is
at fault.

Many people may eventually need a cap-
sulotomy after cataract surgery, especially
younger people. The need for a capsu-
lotomy should not cause you worry, since
the clouding or wrinkling of the posterior
capsule is part of the body’s normal heal-
Ing process in some patients.

Why are regular medical eye
examinations important for

everyone?

Eye disease can occur at any age. Many
eye diseases do not cause symptoms until
the disease has done damage. Since most
blindness is preventable if diagnosed and
treated early, regular medical examina-
tions by an ophthalmologist are very im-
portant.
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